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NEDLAW LIVING WALLS AWARDED CAPE BRETON UNIVERSITY PROJECT 
Living wall to be installed as part of Centre for Sustainability in Energy and the Environment     

 
BRESLAU, ONTARIO; May 24, 2011 – NEDLAW Living Walls has been awarded the contract for 
development and installation of one of its patented living wall systems at Cape Breton 
University in Sydney, Nova Scotia. The 16 foot tall by 23 foot wide structure will be a key 
feature of the University’s Centre for Sustainability in Energy and the Environment (CSEE) and is 
scheduled for installation in June 2011. 
 
“We are very pleased to have the opportunity to work with Cape Breton University on the CSEE 
project,” says Chris Johnston, Marketing and Sales Manager with NEDLAW Living Walls. “A living 
wall is an appropriate part of and complement to this facility which will be a leading-edge, 
green facility focused on developing environmental, commercial and technological solutions 
related to the management of industrial pollution and sustainable sources of clean energy.” 
 
The living wall will be located on the mezzanine level overlooking the atrium in the public area 
of the CSEE building and will be a vertical garden comprised of diverse tropical plant species. In 
addition to its role as environmental art and an interior amenity, the living wall will also 
contribute to indoor air quality through the recirculation and natural filtration of internal air 
through the growth medium, which is a unique feature of the patented NEDLAW Living Wall 
biofilter system. 
 
Donnie MacIsaac, Director, Facilities Management, at Cape Breton University, says that while 
the aesthetics of the living wall will be hard to ignore, the actual work of the biowall will 
contribute to the functioning of the physical CSEE facility. “Traditional methods of managing 
indoor air quality include bringing ‘fresh air’ in from the outside and conditioning it through 
heating or cooling, depending on the time of year. The living wall brings natural outdoor air 
processes inside and uses the interior plantscapes to perform some of those same functions.” 
 
The living wall for the CSEE was designed by NEDLAW Living Walls in collaboration with Halifax-
based Barrie and Langille Architects Limited and its Toronto associate Moriyama and Teshima 
Architects. Michael Barrie, project team leader, notes that interest in environmental features 
such as living walls has increased significantly in recent years, pointing out that this is the fourth 



 
 
 
 
 

 
installation his firm has worked on with NEDLAW Living Walls since 2009.  Two completed 
installations are located at the Waterfront Campus of the Nova Scotia Community College in 
the new Centre for the Built Environment in Dartmouth, and a third is featured in the newly 
renovated NSCC Institute of Technology Campus in Halifax. 
 
“We all share a deeply rooted, innate attraction for nature and for natural environmental 
features,” Barrie says.  “Buildings can be much more vibrant, engaging, and environmentally 
accountable by hosting natural features and supporting natural habitat, inside and out, in the 
form of green roofs, exterior biowalls, interior living walls, and water features that not only 
enrich visual interest and appeal, but also perform effectively as air and water filters, and as 
humidifiers, in a way that supports energy conservation.  Building occupants also routinely 
speak to the uplifting effect that living walls, like good daylighting and stimulating outdoor 
views, have on the quality of the work environment.”       
 
Installation of the living wall at the Centre for Sustainability in Energy and the Environment is 
scheduled to be completed by the end of June 2011, with an official opening of CSEE slated for 
mid-September.  
 

NEDLAW’s patented living walls systems utilize green plants and beneficial microbes to produce high 
quality indoor air and beautiful plantscapes. They are the only living walls that act as both biofilters and 
plantscapes to actively remove chemicals, dust and spores from indoor air, returning fresh air to the 
living environment. For more information about NEDLAW Living Walls, visit us at 

About NEDLAW Living Walls 

www.naturaire.com.  
 

Cape Breton University is an Atlantic Canadian post-secondary leader, with a growing national and 
international focus. Currently home to over 3,400 students, CBU’s vision of post-secondary education 
allows students to pursue dynamic fields of study that are ideally suited for success in liberal arts, 
business, health, education, science and technology.   

About Cape Breton University 

 

Barrie and Langille Architects Ltd. is a Halifax architectural practice with a focus on educational and 
learning environments and an appetite for innovation.  The firm is recognized for its advocacy and 
leadership in the field of sustainable design and environmental stewardship. 

About Barrie and Langille Architects Limited 
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For additional information, please contact: 
 
Chris Johnston 
NEDLAW Living Walls 
519-648-9779 
chris@nedlaw.ca  
 
Becky Chisholm  
Cape Breton University 
902-563-1638  
becky_chisholm@cbu.ca 
 
Michael Barrie 
Barrie and Langille Architects Limited 
902-443-8030 
mbarrie@barilan.ca  
 
Chris Davison 
Davison Communications Inc. 
519-400-6613 
chris@davisoncommunications.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEDLAW Living Walls and the Nedlaw Living Walls logo are trademarks of NEDLAW Living Walls Inc. All other trademarks are 
the property of their respective owners. 
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